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Order Of Service 16th July 2023

Leader: Soba Sinnathamby

Welcome/Notices 

Opening Worship 

• Lord, I lift your name on high

• As the deer pants for the water 

• Prayers 

• Open our eyes, Lord  

• Junior Church Leaves 

Bible Readings   

1. Romans 8:1-11

2. Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

Sermon   

Hymn: Come down, O love divine

Intercessions/The Lord’s prayer 

Junior Church Returns 

Communion 

Hymn: Teach me, my God and King  

Benediction 

The Grace 

Coffee



Notices 

Coffee Rota – updated notice

As we are now having coffee every week after the service, we could really 

do with just a couple more people to go on the rota for coffee. There is no 

obligation to supply cakes, we can just serve biscuits. If you could help with 

this please let Sarah know. 

Church Finances 

We do not take a collection during the service but a Response Box is on the 

Information Table, should you wish to make a donation to the work of our 

Church. Alternatively, you could sign a Standing Order form committing to 

regular monthly giving, which allows our Treasurer (Ben) to monitor the 

church finances more closely. Please do speak with Ben if you wish to make 

arrangements for this. 

New Rector

The Revd Gareth Morley has been appointed as the next Rector of 

Easthampstead. The service of institution and induction will be held on 

Thursday 24th August at 7pm, at the Parish Church. All are welcome. 

Notices From The Parish:

School Admissions 

To make the system fair and transparent, those wishing to apply to St 

Michael’s or Ranelagh church schools on church attendance criteria will be 

asked to sign a register at the back of church each time they attend (even if 

they have a sibling at the school). To make sure that all new signees 

understand the admissions criteria we ask that you email the parish office 

to make an appointment. 

Please note: Please go to the relevant school website for the latest 

admissions policy. 

Ranelagh amended Admissions Policy from 2024. 

https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/admissions-policy/ 

St Michaels new policy                                          

https://www.stmichaelseasthampstead.com/admissions/ 

https://www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/admissions-policy/
https://www.stmichaelseasthampstead.com/admissions/


Readings

Romans 8: -11

Life through the Spirit

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you[a] free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,[b] God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.[c] 
And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the 
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their 
minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is 
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind 
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, 
nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please 
God.

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of 
the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not 
have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in 
you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the 
Spirit gives life[d] because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of[e] his Spirit 
who lives in you.

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

The parable of the sower
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such 
large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 
while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things 
in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 
it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came 
up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop – a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.’

Continued…



18 ‘Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 when anyone 
hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is 
the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers 
to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But 
since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The 
seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but 
the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.’
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